
Augusta Township Completes ‘New Construction Program’ for the 2020 Census  

Ten years have gone by in the blink of an eye! Residents may have noticed census field 

employees throughout our community, we have worked closely with the US Census Bureau to 

ensure Augusta Township is accurately accounted for. Beyond the enumerators going door to 

door and residents soon to complete the Census Forms, our township had the opportunity to 

participate in the ‘New Construction Program’ which counts the new housing Units built in 

Augusta.  

The Michigan Township Focus published a great article about the 2020 Census and the impacts 

it has not only on our township, but to our nation.  Below are a few highlights from the article. 

The Importance of the 2020 Census for townships 
 
Mandated by the U.S. Constitution, the federal government must complete a census 
every 10 years to make sure there is an accurate count of the people who call America 
home. This has occurred every decade since 1790, and this practice has had major 
implications across the country and the state of Michigan. The 2020 Census will be no 
different, and it is incredibly crucial for townships to help make sure every person in 
their community is counted. As noted by the U.S. Census Bureau on its website 
(www.census.gov), the census has the following general—and critically important—
impacts: 

- It determines how many representatives each state gets in Congress and is used 
to redraw district boundaries. Redistricting counts are sent to the states by 
March 31, 2021. 

- Communities rely on census statistics to plan for a variety of services and 
programs, including emergency services, infrastructure and local schools. 

- Businesses use census data to determine where to open places to shop. 
The decennial census impacts are far and reaching for townships, and an undercount 
would mean Michigan communities would lose critical federal funding that supports 
programs and services, including rural development, veterans services and more. The 
fast-approaching 2020 Census will impact Michigan townships for the next 10 years in 
many different and profound ways. As noted by Dr. Eric Guthrie, Michigan's state 
demographer, "If there is one thing that a local area can do throughout the decade to 
make sure their voice is heard, this is it.” 
 

Township impacts 
 
The census response of a township can help increase or decrease the importance of that 
region and impact its potential growth over the course of the next decade. There are 
multiple aspects in a township that could be impacted by a weak census response. 

The first is around the funding. As noted previously, the population—and the 
needs of the population—could impact how much funds are allocated to a specific area. 



If a township does not respond fully, their area could be seen as stagnant— or worse, 
shrinking—and less funds may be allocated to them. This could impact roads, schools, 
hospitals and other local needs. It is estimated that almost $675 billion in federal funds is 
distributed based on census data. You will want your community to receive a stronger 
portion—and the portion that it deserves—of that distribution. 

For every resident who is not counted, Michigan could lose as much as $1,800 
per person, per year. This is funding that our communities, and our state, simply cannot 
afford to lose. 

The voice of the community can also be greatly impacted by a strong census 
count—or undercount. "It's difficult for people to justify their importance in a system 
without some sort of data showing that they exist," Guthrie said. "And these are those 
data we look to primarily to look at the size, composition and distribution of the 
population. So, when we are talking about various cities or other types of municipal 
entities, we're looking at the population counts that are derived ultimately from the 
census to show how large and how relatively important in the state." 

Census response, and the resulting statistics and demographics, can help plan 
how limited funds are spent in a township for community programs and services. A low 
count could impact if funds are spent in an area—and how much. As noted previously, 
businesses look to the census to see if a community will be the right location for their 
business. Real estate developers also look to the census to decide whether to build in an 
area. 

The overarching fact is a township has to live with this data for a decade. So it is 
vital that if a township wants to be seen as vibrant and growing they need to support 
and promote a strong census response ... or they may be feeling the implications of it 
for the next 10 years. 

 
To read the full article, click here:  https://augustatownship.org/wp-
content/uploads/2019/10/Michigan-Township-Focus-Census-Article.pdf 


